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moved to France So I took up the first object which could even just
slightly, resemble a Kalashnikov, and it was a pen. The words became
cartridges; the sentences were clips; the actors machine-guns; and
the theatre a garden.

Born in Lebanon in 1968, Wajdi Mouawad nurtured his theatrical
vocation on the roads of exile: from Paris, where he arrived when he
was eight years old along with his family, fleeing the Lebanese civil war,
to Quebec, when he was fifteen. Following a diploma in acting from the
National Theatre School of Canada, he founded his own company and
began writing works which reflected on his origins; in a return journey to
that land which he defines “a monstrous pile of suffering”.

The second part of a tetralogy entitled The Blood Promises, Incendies
(on which the film of the same name by Denis Villeneuve was based)
tells the story of the twins Jeanne and Simon, two young modern day
men who live in Montréal. On the opening of the will of their mother,
Nawal Marwan, they discover that she has left them two letters to
deliver, one is for the father that they had never met and thought was
dead, the other for the brother they didn’t know they had. The story
takes on the style of an investigation, an enigma to solve, which will lead
the brothers to retrace the paths of that distant land, a land of fratricidal
wars, following their mother’s and their own footsteps to discover a
story of torture and violence with a shocking ending.
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