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     Rationale For Essay 3  

 For essay three I chose to write about the character Leslie Knope from parks and 

recreation. I decided to do the multimodal revision as a comic. I started the comic with the 

typical opening from old comics with the word “it’s a bird, it’s a plane, NO it’s (enter superhero 

name here).” But instead I chose to play on that time old saying by showing how women 

superheroes are usually presented with the use of “Spandex-girl!” After these two frames a little 

faceless cartoon version of me shows up to set the record straight. I chose to do this comic as me 

explaining to some outward voice because then the reader may feel as though I’m explaining it to 

them, and then the comic may feel more relatable as a whole. I chose myself to be faceless 

mostly because it would have been difficult to do faces in every frame, but also because my 

emotions weren’t so important to the point I was trying to make. The only places we see features 

are when I’m angry, to convey that emotion. Otherwise it would have distracted from the main 

point of the comic. Another big option I chose to do was to draw this comic on paper, by hand, 

and color it in with water color paints. This was a big challenge because it takes a longer to do, 

however, I wanted the comic to have a traditional feeling to it and seem like the old kind of 

comics. I also wanted this comic to be based on opinion as little as possible. Therefore, I tried to 

stick to just facts. This is one of the reasons I decided to draw me explaining Leslie knope’s 

characteristics instead of creating dialogue with another character from the show to eliminate any 

bias from the characters. One of my favorite parts of the comic as a project is being able to draw 

the scenes from the show that use the quote I wanted. I chose to do this because it makes it a lot 

more interesting than just saying “she said in this episode” or “he said in this episode.” It also 



made it easier to transition into an explanation for my main points. My biggest challenge for this 

project probably would have been trying to fit as many words as I could. I realize that the comic 

may be wordy, but I chose to try and make sure to add almost every quote and citation I used in 

my essay. I didn’t want the comic to be too long, but I also didn’t want to leave out too much 

information. However, because I had so much information in the essay I still had to remove some 

small things here and there that weren’t as important to the main point. I really tried to have the 

cartoon version of me come across as smart and informed, but still a little bit of a fangirl for 

Leslie. When it came to the topics on the chalkboards I brought up in the comic I based each 

number on a quality I discussed in my essay. I tried to give at least three or four frames for each 

topic so it wouldn’t drag on too much, but still got all the information I needed. Overall this 

project was a really fun one to make. I chose to do it because I never get to draw enough but I 

truly enjoy it. I tried to use bright colors and simple cartoons so that it would appeal to the eye 

but still make it interesting and full of information. I wanted to try to bring a fun aspect to an 

essay that had a lot of words in it. I also wanted to try and make it so that people who might not 

know much about Leslie Knope could get to know her good qualities and maybe decide to watch 

the show one day.  
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